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CHIEF KENAHAN: The date is December 
20th, 2001. The time is 12:48. This is 
Battalion Chief Dennis Kenahan of the Safety 
Battalion of the Fire Department of the City 
of New York. I'm conducting an interview 
with Lieutenant Joseph Patriciello, working 
in Engine 44 that day, assigned to Division 
3, Battalion 9, covering. 

Q. All right, Joe, just tell us in your 
own words what happened that day. 

A. I was in quarters when the first plane 
struck. We were watching it. Shortly after the 
second building was struck, we received the alarm 
to respond immediately on the fifth alarm. 

We weren't delayed for too long, but I 
waited until a riding list was prepared by my 
officer who I relieved. When that was done, we 
proceeded south to the alarm site. We took I 
believe it was 11th Avenue, one street that was 
closed off to allow us to respond. We proceeded 
south after coming over from approximately Second 
Avenue on the east side. We proceeded south. 

We pulled in. I would say it was just 


at about Vesey and West Street we parked the rig. 
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We grabbed extra cylinders, and we proceeded to 
the command post. When we checked in at the 
command post, we were ordered to just stand fast 
pending an assignment. 

While we were there, the command post 
was obviously being overwhelmed by all kinds of 
information and activity. At one point a 
captain, who I do not know from what company -- 
he was obviously assisting the people at the 
command board -- turned to me and requested that 
I proceed south to Liberty Street, in that area, 
to remove any apparatus or police vehicles that 
may be in the way. 

I told my men to leave their cylinders, 
since we would be coming back shortly. They all 
accompanied me together as a unit. We proceeded 
to walk south to Liberty. At that point it was 
clear to me that there wasn't much that had to be 
done. We did request one police vehicle just to 
move. We didn't have to do it ourselves. 

At that time there were maybe two or 
three car fires going in the vicinity of the 
pedestrian bridge. I ordered my men to grab some 


extinguishers, purple K's, and my men proceeded 
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to go to apparatus that were nearby. 
Q. John, one second. The pedestrian 
bridge, that was the south pedestrian bridge? 
A. Yes. 

AS my men went to obtain some 
extinguishers, I happened to be looking up and 
saw the explosion or the building fail with the 
ensuing fireball and cloud. It didn't appear to 
me at that moment the building was coming down. 
But when the noise level began to pick up, it was 
obvious that something wrong was going on. We 
all proceeded to run southwesterly towards 
Liberty and West. 

At that point there was debris coming 
down. Myself and my chauffeur ended up diving 
under the same car, and we were surrounded ina 
total cloud of darkness and dust, a heavy 
dusting, almost like a sandblasting effect, while 
we were waiting under the car. 

It was quite a while. I can't say the 
exact time. It was very quiet. No more radio 
transmissions. We weren't sure if we were 
covered. We were under debris. We didn't know 


exactly what was the conditions that we were in. 
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But I could hear my chauffeur next to me. We 
were talking. I couldn't see him. 

Maybe 10, 15 minutes when the cloud 
began to lift. I was missing three members. I 
decided to locate my members. I found two 
immediately. Both had injuries. One had needed 
stitches. Another one, he was complaining of a 
leg injury. It turned out he had a broken leg. 

The last member -- I had my chauffeur 
with me. The last member I couldn't locate. 
However, it was maybe a half hour, three-quarters 
of an hour later I made contact with somebody who 
visually saw him being transported across the 
river to Jersey for medical attention. He 
received a collapsed lung and a broken shoulder. 

But once all my members were accounted 
for and it was just me and my chauffeur 
remaining, since all three injured members were 
being tended to or transported away to receive 
medical attention, we continued to remain on the 
scene, assist with recovery. But more of our 
efforts were given to establishing water lines 
and getting some water to the area via the fire 


boats. 
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That's about it. We stayed there until 
about 9, 10:00. Myself, I had some -- well, I 
had eye abrasions that were looked at at the Ear, 
Eye and Throat Hospital. That's it. That's 
about it. 
Q. Okay, Joe. Thank you for all your 
help. 
CHIEF KENAHAN: This concludes the 
interview which is taking place at the 
division of training. The time now is 


12:54. 


